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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of this Report is to present to City council an update on the findings
from the implementation of Thunder Bay’s Active Transportation Routes. This
Report presents data consistent with previous findings; that on roads where
dedicated on-street bike lanes have been installed, there is a substantial increase in
lawful riding, a decrease in cyclist collisions, a decrease in motorist collisions, while
there has also been a corresponding increase in cyclist volumes and automobile
volumes have remained constant.

Cyclist Collisions on Bike Lanes

Since their implementation in 2009, roads with bike lanes have seen a remarkable
decrease in cyclist collisions. Prior to implementation, the average number of
cyclist collisions on these roads was .5 per year. After implementation, the average
number of collisions has decreased to .2 collisions per year. This is a 70%
decrease in cyclist collisions.

Roads with bike lanes have also seen a remarkable decrease in motorist collisions.
Prior to implementation, the average number of motorist collisions on these roads
was 10.4 per year. After implementation, the average number of collisions has

decreased to 8.1 collisions per year. This is a 22% decrease in motorist collisions.

Cyclist Behaviour

Since the baseline behaviour study in 2009, Engineering has noted an improvement
in cyclist behaviour with the implementation of bike lanes. Cyclist behavioural
counts have been taking place on Court St., Syndicate Ave., Walsh St., and
Fassina St. In 2012, there was a noted decrease in sidewalk riding and an increase
in wrong-way riding. In the study areas, only 10% of cyclists were riding on the
sidewalk, but 12% of cyclists were seen riding against the flow of traffic. The
remaining 78% were seen riding correctly.



The following chart shows changes in use:

Route: Intersection: || Date 1: |[Result:| Date 2: [|Result: o
Change:
Court St. | Pearl St. 04'%”‘ 137 l12-Jun-11] 145 | +6%
Toba St. Marlg‘irough 20-jun-11] 31 [ 12-Oct-11] 44 | +42%
Syi‘i‘:ate Walsh St. 110-Jun-11] 21 [06-Oct-11] 59 | +181%
Vickers St. Miles St. 14-Jun-111| 26 17-1\/;ay- 69 || +165%
Vickers St. | Victoria Ave. 30'11\?”‘ 19 23‘%“’ 40 | +111%
Victoria || yierose || 2O-May- il g |l 23-May- g 4900,
Ave. 1 12
fo;ia Edward St. 24-Jun-11]] 8 [07-Oct-11] 45 | +463%
Walsh St. Sygifate 10-Jun-11]] 5 1l06-Oct-11]] 24 || +380%

The chart above illustrates that with the inclusion of bike lanes, there is a marked
change in cyclist volume. All eight locations show an increase in cyclist volumes.

Proposed 2013 Active Transportation Routes

For 2013, Engineering is proposing establishing 5.2 kilometers of new bike lanes
and a portion of the Bay/Windsor Active Living Corridor. New bike lanes are
being proposed on Beverly St., High St., Theresa St., Keith St., Leslie Ave.,
Adelaide St., and Arundel Ave. New shared lanes are being proposed for Oliver
Road. The Bay Street Active Living Corridor is proposed on Bay Street, from
High Street to Marlborough Street. With the approval of these routes, Thunder
Bay’s on-road Active Transportation network will total 37.3 kilometers.

CONCLUSION

[t is concluded that Thunder Bay’s dedicated on-street bicycle lanes continue to be
successful and that refinements to Engineering’s bike lane standards have been
successful. Engineering will implement changes to the roadway, in prescribed
circumstances, to delineate and aid in traffic flow.



