


The Minnow Lake Restoration Group 
Story – Past – Present - Future  



Founded in 1979 by former Alderman Ted Nicholson 
and was the first Lake Stewardship Group in Sudbury



From The Ramsey Lake Watershed Plan (1991):  
“The setting of the Minnow Lake Community is 
remarkable with some of the most far reaching 
opportunities and could be a model for the future”.

“There is  
keen local 
interest and 
effort in 
improving the 
area and local 
features”



Incorporation 1990 and Charitable Status 1998  
Objectives of The Minnow Lake Restoration Group

To promote the restoration of Minnow Lake in the City of Greater 
Sudbury to an aesthetically pleasing and recreational useful body of 
water

To develop the Minnow Lake area of the City of Sudbury as part of the 
Leisure Plan for Sudbury thereby providing a healthy environment for the 
citizens of this area.



Recognition 
from various 
sources 
including the 
Chamber of 
Commerce 



Waterfront Parks were developed along Bancroft Drive, 
Bellevue Avenue and at Minnow Lake Place and maintained 

by the Minnow Lake Restoration Group 









Dr. Peter Beckett  has been a 
regular tour guide for hikes up 
the Blueberry Hill and Oak 
Forest with increasing 
numbers each year to enjoy 
the events.   





Minnow Lake Place – former school now home of Meals on 
Wheels, Sudbury Minor Hockey, Our Children our Future, 

Rainbow Routes  plus gym and two classrooms for public use 



Minnow Lake Off Leash Dog Park on 
Second Avenue  – First in City 

Skateboard Park



Minnow Lake Skateboard  Park 
at Carmichael Arena 



Community Gardens – Minnow 
Lake Place – Second Avenue

Skateboard Park



Skateboard Park

Portage 
Beach 
on 
Ramsey 
Lake 
Access 
Upgrade

Portage 
Street 
connects 
to 
Minnow 
Lake



Skateboard Park

First Bike 
Lanes in 
City and 
Route 
around 
Ramsey 
Lake

Now Bike 
Lanes and 
routes on 
many city 
streets





Sudbury was a railway town before becoming a lumber centre 
and then a mining camp. Tracks were first laid on what is now 

Howey Drive and then moved to their present location.





Lumber Mill similar to this one operated on the shores of 
Minnow Lake for between 20 and 30 years with wood 

waste deposited in the lake – some still there.



Lake Water Concerns expressed over many years 



Minnow Lake Water Quality and 
Aquatic Species Survey Work 



MINNOW LAKE INVASIVE AQUATIC 
SPECIES ASSESSMENT 2019 updated 2022

Jan Linquist and Brad Bowman Completed for the
Minnow Lake Restoration Committee



Aquatic Survey Results – Minnow 
Lake Place Park Shoreline 

• Isolated Purple Loosestrife plants
• Most of shoreline – cattails and common 

natural plants
• Note sediment from outflow to lake 



Aquatic Survey Results – Bancroft 
Beach Area – Across from Arena

• Significant stand of invasive 
Phragmites at north end of 
beach – approximately 80 m 
in length by 1 to 2 m thick

• Area of older growth about 
60 m with new growth 
(2019) to the north and 
south and continues to 
expand despite city efforts 
of remove.



Aquatic Species Results – Parkette on 
Bellevue Avenue 

• Cattail dominated
• Small isolated pockets 

of purple loosestrife
• Native manna grass 

stand at east side of 
area

• Common aquatic 
species present



Minnow Lake Fish Survey 2021 



Brad Bowman outlines project with 
team from Junction Creek Stewardship 

Group



Brad Bowman showing locations for 
survey



Preparing fish nets prior to installation



Setting trap in lake (two locations at a 
time)



Harvesting fish carefully from net 



Each fish caught is weighed – weight 
recorded



Each Fish is measured and recorded



Besides small fish a number of large -
identify



Arranging fish (pike) according to size



Measuring each pike and weight



Filleting each fish for sampling 
purposes



Weighting samples to be sent to 
laboratory 



Fishing from platform south side of 
lake 



More information at www.minnowlake.ca



Salt and  Sugar   - The Tasty Killers – We can do 
something about salt usage in Sudbury

Regardless of mitigation methods millions of tons of salt continue to 
be applied on city roadways, large parking lots for safety and 
liability reasons.  All this salt enters the environment with no 
practical means to remove, and no practical alternatives exist We 
simply must use less to protect our human and aquatic life.



Salt in various location from Ramsey Lake



Where does the salt come from into a Watershed?

Just  2 percent residential – local and regional roads, parking lots - 84 percent 





Update: MLRG Court Action to 
obtain promised KED information 

The city delayed answering this question until July of 
2022 revealing the cost of $215 million and to which 
Councillor Landry-Altman and all others then agreed to 
“kill” the project and rejected a motion to add an extra 
$100 million to the project. 

Answers to Councillors questions were not provided 
with respect to the project such as that by Councillor 
Landry Altman in February of 2021 for information that 
“would reflect actual costs and the difference in costs 
from 2017 and  to now or whenever this gets built?



Silver Hills Development – Concerns over Proposed New Road 

Not against housing development by ARG DEVCO, Division of 
Interpaving but question need for roadway through the 
development which would be paid for by the city initially with cost 
recovery from development charges on housing when built, 
however until this takes place (over years) the city (us taxpayers) 
will lose about $250,000 a year on interest growth on the over $5 
million spent by the city taken from reserves to built the road.

The roadway, which will be a collector road and will be salted, as 
required by the province (to be bare in winter) will contribute, 
according to city policy (150 kg per two lane kilometer) about 3,000 
kilograms of salt every year into the watershed and then to Lake 
Ramsey.  As there are access roadways to the north there is no 
need for this roadway to the south (an emergency access could be 
through Barry Street like that of Loach's Road to Laurentian 
University), as well additional traffic already at high levels on the 
Howey, Bellevue, Bancroft Corridor is a concern to area residents.



The Internal 
Road Segment 
will cost $5.3 
million to be 
paid for by the 
city and cost 
recovered 
through 
development 
charges over 
time, but city in 
the meantime 
loses interest on 
the money taken 
from reserves –
about $250,000 
per year until 
future 
repayment?

The external road 
segment and the 
proposed 
“intersection 
improvement 
including property 
acquisition will cost 
over $5 million more 
with some cost 
sharing with the 
developer, however 
the actual need for 
the roadway is 
questionable for a 
number of reasons 
reasons explained in 
the media release 
including watershed 
pollution through salt 
on roadway. 





Silver Hills Development – Concerns over Proposed New Road 

Not against housing development by ARG DEVCO, Division of 
Interpaving but question need for roadway through the 
development which would be paid for by the city initially with cost 
recovery from development charges on housing when built, 
however until this takes place (over years) the city (us taxpayers) 
will lose about $250,000 a year on interest growth on the over $5 
million spent by the city taken from reserves to built the road.  

The roadway, which will be a collector road and will be salted, as 
required by the province (to be bare in winter) will contribute, 
according to city policy (150 kg per two lane kilometer) about 3,000 
kilograms of salt every year into the watershed and then to Lake 
Ramsey.  As there are access roadways to the north there is no 
need for this roadway to the south (an emergency access could be 
through Barry Street like that of Loach's Road to Laurentian 
University), as well additional traffic already at high levels on the 
Howey, Bellevue, Bancroft Corridor is a concern to area residents.



The Minnow Lake Restoration Group is a not for profit 
incorporated charitable organization that has all operating 
information posted on the Canada Charitable website.

The fiscal “year end” is Oct 1st and the charitable 
return is in the process of being prepared but we can 
report that our current bank balance is $1,982.62 with 
no outstanding debt, however there is the possibility of 
having to pay $37,000 to the city for legal fees, but this 
is being appealed.  No other individual or organization 
that was involved in legal action with the city with 
respect to the KED (12 in all - apparently a record) 
were required to compensate the city for their part in 
defending the KED at over $700,000 – another record 
of spending taxpayer dollars on behalf of a developer.


