Bike path
sought
for city

Volunteer group calls
meeting tonight to give
old idea a new push

After 20 years of collecting dust
on a shelf, design and planning
work should begin as soon as pos-
sible on a groposal to create a 25-
kilometre bike path around Ram-
sey Lake.

At least that is the position of
the Minnow Lake Restoration
Group, the volunteer organiza-
tion aimed at improving the Min-
now Lake neighborhood.

“If we don’t start now we’ll
never get it in place down the
road,” says T Nicholson, the
city’s Ward 1 councillor and a re-
storation group member.

A bicycle path around Ramsey

Lake was recommended for the
first time following a 1973 study
by the city.
_ Little progress has been made
in the ensuing years to build such
a path, and the Minnow Lake
group says it’s time the proposal
was revived and implemented.

“Cycling groups are telling us
that Sudbury is light years be-
hind other cities when if comes to
| bike paths,” says John Lindsay,
the restoration group’s president.

The proposed path system
would run from Moonlight Beach,
to Moonlight Avenue, to bicycle
lanes on Bancroft Drive, Belle-
vue Avenue, Howey Drive,
across the pedestrian overpass
over the CP Rail tracks, through
Bell Park to bicycle lanes on Pa-
ris Street and Ramsey Lake
Road to Laurentian University.
From the university the route
would follow bush paths, through
the Lake Laurentian Conserva-
tion Area and back to Moonlight
Beach.

The Minnow Lake group will
discuss the issue tonight at 7 p.m.
at its annual meeting, and it has
invited local cycling enthusiasts
to attend to lend their support.

The group plans to adopt a res-
olution to present to city council
and other authorities, namely the
provincial government, for fund-
ing.

There has been no estimate on
the cost of completing the pro-
posed bike route,
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Money needed for roads
not paths for bicyclists
says traffic administrator

By Jim Brown
Staff Writer

The Ontario government’s
$3.5-million initiative to en-
courage people to use bicycles
instead of cars won’t have much
of an impact in Sudbury where
there is still a huge need for road
maintenance. 7

Money for the fund to help
municipalities-pay for bike paths
is from the province’s roadwork
budget, says the region’s direc-
tor of traffic and maintenance
Jack Reilly.

Sudbury regional munici-
palities desperatély need money
for road construction and
repairs, he said. Every year,
regional and city thoroughfares
fall further behind in terms of
upkeep and repair.

Allocating $3.5 million from
the province’s multi-billion
dollar roads and transit budget
is an empty gesture because the
total budget hasn’t increased by
much, he said.

To pay for new bike lanes,
bike paths and other biking
facilities, municipalities will
probably have to trim spending
on important roadwork, he said.

In the past, municipalities
were responsible for much of
the costs involved in building
bike paths, bike lanes and other
facilities for cyclists. Now they
can apply for a a share of the
$3.5 million that has been set
aside to support cycling
initiatives.

“My gut feeling is that it is
important for (Sudbury area
municipalities) to be very
careful about what direction
they want to go with the bike
path system,’’ he said.

Comprehensive studies by the
City of Sudbury nearly two
decades ago showed that while
recreational biking was becom-
ing an increasingly popular
pastime, few cyclists used their
bikes to travel to work.

““The number (of cyclists)
who drive their bikes to work
are few and far between,”’ he
said.
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BEGINS

Few people in Sudbury ride
their bicycles to work.

ment), but in all fairness we’ve
really been given nothing. The
government hasn’t provided any
(new) dollars to address that
aspect of transportation,’” he
said.

““We don’t have sufficient
money to build and maintain the
roads we have now.”’

Reilly said the City of Sud-
bury has understood the need
for an extensive system of bike
trails and lanes and much of that
trail system is in place.

Anne McLaughlin, a-
spokesperson for the ministry in
Toronto, says communities are
being challenged to move bicy-
cle transportation further up in
their list of priorities.

Cycling offers a healthy, non-
polluting transportation option,
she said.

It’s an alternative form of
transportation that munici-
palities should include in their
transportation planning, said
McLaughlin.

Part of the ministry’s plans to
promote cycling as a healthy,
practical alternative to car and
truck travel is proposed legisla-
tion designed to make the wear-
ing of bicycling helmets
mandatory. .

‘“There’s been a tremendous
amount of interest (in making)
the wearing of helmets man-
datory, but the other part of our
message (money for bike



